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WOW! Did 2020 actually happen? One

day, we were at Disney Channel's

Zombies 2 premiere, and then

suddenly, everything stopped. No more

photo shoots, red carpet events, prom

parties, or charity efforts. It felt like all

of the things that made YSBnow, well,

YSBnow, came to a halt and it was

difficult not to feel down in the dumps

about it.

But then, we realized that maybe it

meant we could take a step back,

focus a little less on writing about

other people and work a little more on

ourselves. Now, we're back with a

renewed sense of purpose and can't

wait to make 2021 our best year yet.

colleen & natasha

We're kicking things off with our 2021

Hot List, led by Jillian Shea Spaeder

and featuring 30 of Hollywood's

brightest and most inspiring young

stars. Make sure you're subscribed to

our YouTube channel because new and

exclusive interviews with all of them

are on the way! Thanks for sticking with

us and being part of our journey. The

best is yet to come, and we're so

happy you're here. In this new year and

beyond, always remember:
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the visionary
Whether we’re having a red carpet catch-up or

recording a podcast episode, Jillian Shea

Spaeder is always an absolute gem. During our

most recent convo, the Philadelphia teen spilled

that while spending time at her childhood home,

she’d discovered the lyrics to her very first song.

“I wrote it when I was eight years old,” she

laughs. “The lyrics said, ‘I work so hard and

everyone is underestimating me!’ I was like,

‘Nope, don’t love that!’”

Well, we do, and we happen to agree with

eight-year-old Jill. Because the very first time we

met Jillian Shea Spaeder back in 2015, she

stunned us with her rendition of Ed Sheeran’s

“Thinking Out Loud” on the ukulele. And ever

since then, we’ve been waiting for the music

industry to take notice.

At the time, Jillian was just twelve, and promoting

her television debut on Disney XD’s Walk the

Prank. So you can imagine our surprise when she

started strumming and singing away. Believe it or

not, Jillian sort of stumbled into acting. “I grew up

in a very musical household," she explains. "My

parents were in a band and still are. Everybody

was always playing instruments. Music was always

my first love.” But as fate would have it, Jillian met

her acting manager while she was in Los Angeles

for a singing competition. “I bumped into her at a

seminar and she was like, ‘Hey, you should be an

actor.’”
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"Music was always
my first love."



Fortunately, Jillian - and perhaps more

importantly, her parents - were open to the idea.

And the fact that they treated her passion more

like a fun hobby, and less like a profession, has

undoubtedly helped Jillian stay so driven and

down-to-earth during her journey. In fact, when

Jillian and Lilia were the guests of honor on the

very first episode of our podcast last year, Lilia

pointed out that Jillian had booked the lead role

in Walk the Prank during her very first pilot

season, a remarkable feat for any actor. Jillian

quickly added, “My lucky role came right away,

but now, I haven't booked for 2 years.”

Nevertheless, she persisted. “It’s important to

keep yourself hopeful because when you’re

hopeful, you’re working hard and you’re invested

and you’re trying your best," she says. "And then

it ends up happening.” And it happened soon

after, when Jillian booked her first movie role in

Godmothered, which hit Disney+ last month.

"When you’re hopeful,
you’re working hard

and trying your best."
She earned rave reviews for her acting

performance, which marked her dramatic debut,

and also showcased her singing voice with three

songs on the soundtrack. Now, Jillian is gearing

up to release her first full-length studio album

and promises that half of its songs will be first

listens. 

Since the first time we met her, Jillian has grown

up a lot. And she knows she wouldn't be where

she is - or who she is - if it'd been the smoothest

journey. "I used to think that you put in hard work

and you get nothing," she explains. "Or

sometimes it seems like you aren’t, because in my

case, I’ll work really hard on an audition and I

won’t book it. But then, I realize that because of

the work I put in, I’m more prepared for the next

one. And it all builds up and forms a win. Set

little goals, get them done, and be proud of

yourself."



Olivia
Rodrigo, 17

 
Olivia Rodrigo has more to celebrate than just getting her

driver’s license this year. The High School Musical: The

Musical: The Series star released her debut single “drivers

license” on January 7th and in just three days, it’s charting at

#1 on both the US iTunes and US Apple Music charts. 

The official music video has over 7 million views on YouTube

and Olivia has received praise from Taylor Swift, Joe Jonas,

and Finneas, just to name a few. As far as debut singles go,

Olivia couldn’t have dreamt of a better release week and

we’re hoping that the success of “drivers license” will speed

up the release of more original music. If you follow Olivia on

social media, you know that she’s always writing music and

sharing snippets of original songs with fans, so fingers crossed

we’ll get to hear more of those, or maybe even an EP or

album, in 2021!

But High School Musical: The Musical: The Series fans don’t

have to worry about her solo success impacting the show's

future.  While the pandemic may have slowed down

production on Season 2, filming has resumed and new

episodes are coming soon! There isn’t an exact date for the

new season just yet, but we’ll let you know when it’s

announced. 2021 is going to be huge for Olivia and this is just

the beginning. She’s definitely started the year in the driver’s

seat and she won't be slowing down anytime soon. 

THETHETHE
202120212021
HOTHOTHOT
LISTLISTLIST



Payton
Moormeier, 17

 

 
Payton made waves in the music industry last

year with his viral hits "Habits" and "Hard To

Breathe" but that was just the beginning. In

2021, Payton has new music, new videos, and

much more on the way.

"I've been practicing and rehearsing in my

room," Payton told us exclusively when we asked

if he had any plans for a live tour when it

becomes a possibility.

"There's been no shows or concerts for a year so

I’ve just been figuring out a way to get on stage

and do it live,” he added. Payton also says he

has a lot more music and surprises in the works

and keeping secrets from his fans is super

difficult for him. “It’s been so hard for me to

keep a secret. I just want to tell everybody,

“Look what I’m doing!” 



Coco Quinn, 12
While she first emerged on the scene as a dancer and YouTube personality,

Coco's voice is bringing her career into uncharted territory. Her first foray

into music, a cover of Shawn Mendes and Camila Cabello's "Señorita"

racked up over 53 million YouTube views! But Coco's original music,

including her hot new single, "Secrets," is bound to bring this California

native to new levels of superstardom in 2021. “It’s important for everyone to

have a dream – even if you think it’s not possible," she tells us. "Every time I

accomplish one, it keeps me feeling like I can accomplish even more.” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=r2s5JQHiGHY


Madison
Reyes, 16
It's hard to believe that just 18

months ago, Madison Reyes

was attending a performing

arts high school in

Pennsylvania and had never

even been on a professional

audition. But when she heard

about an open call for an

upcoming Netflix series, she

decided to give it her best.

Well, industry icon Kenny

Ortega thought she was one

of the best and after taking

her last final exam, she

hopped on a plane to

Hollywood for the final round

of auditions. On the final day,

Madison learned that she'd

won the starring role in what

would end up being one of

the most popular shows of

2020, Julie & The Phantoms. “I

knew in that moment that if

you work hard and you’re a

kind person, and you don’t

give up, you’re gonna do it,”

she says. “And no matter how

many no’s you hear, no matter

how many people tell you that

you’re not gonna do it, if you

believe in yourself and keep

pushing, you’re gonna

eventually get there.” THETHETHE
202120212021
HOTHOTHOT
LISTLISTLIST



While it's not a turning point for most people, Savannah Lee May will never forget her

19th birthday: She spent it at her very first audition for Julie & The Phantoms. If you've

seen her portrayal of ice queen Carrie on the hit Netflix series, it should come as no

surprise that she's been training for the role since she was a toddler. "I started dancing

when I was three and that was my first passion," she explains. 

At just 11, Savannah auditioned for a competitive musical theatre academy in Houston,

where she'd train for the next five years. And after less than a year in Los Angeles,

Savannah booked a starring role on Knight Squad, which aired on Nickelodeon for two

seasons. But Savannah always dreamed of working with Kenny Ortega, and after being

captivated by the Julie & The Phantoms audition sides, she vowed to give it her all. The

possibility of working with her close friend and former co-star, Owen Joyner, who'd

already been cast in the role of Alex, made it even better. 

"It was truly the cherry on top," she says. 

The only downside of the audition process? Being rude to Madison Reyes. "As soon as

they yelled cut, I literally ran up to her and said, 'I'm so sorry!' I felt horrible!" Because

while she may shine as mean girl Carrie on the series, the real life Savannah couldn't

be sweeter - or more grateful - to be part of it. "I'm still pinching myself," she tells us.

 



JadahJadahJadah
Marie, 15Marie, 15Marie, 15

Not many people can say they've

been in back-to-back smash hit

musicals in two-year span, but at

just 15 years old, Jadah Marie is

one of them. In 2019, she burst

onto our screens as Celia in

Descendants 3, and just a year

later, she became the best friend

you wish you had as Flynn in Julie

& The Phantoms. 

 

 Believe it or not, it wasn't

Jadah's acting - but her back

handsprings - that first got her

discovered at the age of seven.

"My dad's an actor and

comedian and one day, I was

there when he had a meeting

with his agent," she laughs. "I

was a gymnast, so I was

bouncing off the walls, doing

back handsprings, and all of

that. [The agent] was like, 'Have

you ever tried getting her into

acting?' And I said, 'I would love

to!' 

 

Jadah booked the very first

audition she went on, and the

rest, as they say, is history. But

she says that her first try-out for

Julie & The Phantoms didn't feel

like one after she met her future

onscreen BFF. "I forgot I was in

an audition," she reveals.

"Madison and I just clicked." 

 

And the show would click with

audiences all over the world.

While Netflix hasn't confirmed a

renewal just yet, we can confirm

that we want more Celia in

Season 2 of the hit series. 
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Sacha
Carlson, 17

Audiences loved seeing Sacha shred on guitar in Season 1 of Julie & The

Phantoms, but this multi-talented performer can do it all. The California

native started dancing at the age of five and transitioned to community

theatre before taking the leap into a professional career. But Sacha's

next step wasn't a starring role in a Netflix series. "I’ve been auditioning

for six years," he tells us. "For two of those years, I didn't get a single job.

There's a lot of rejection; that's just how it is. But my love for acting and

my love for performing are what kept me going. The thought of quitting

has never entered my mind. I’m in this for the long run. It brings me so

much joy." And we know that Sacha will continue to bring viewers so

much joy in Season 2 of Julie & The Phantoms.

 



Owen Joyner, Charlie
Gillespie, & Jeremy Shada

 

Is it weird that our favorite new band from 2020 is comprised of characters

on a television show? Not at all, once you watch Owen, Charlie, and Jeremy's

rock out as Sunset Curve on Netflix's colossal hit, Julie & The Phantoms. And

their prolific musicianship is matched only by their comedic and dramatic

acting chops: We can't think of another trio on television who can make you

erupt in laughter during one scene, only to make you bawl your eyes out in

another (we're looking at you, Charlie!) While the pandemic prevented the trio

from performing live in 2020, they're the number one band we want to catch

in concert in a post-COVID world. 
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Sofia 
Wylie, 17
We've known Sofia Wylie

was destined for

superstardom since the

very first time we met her

back in 2017. Sofia's

scene-stealing roles in

Andi Mack, Shook, and

High School Musical: The

Musical: The Series made

her a Disney darling, but

now she's making the leap

to feature films. That's

right: Sofia has just been

cast as Agatha in the film

adaptation of the best-

selling novel, The School

For Good and Evil.

Through it all, the Arizona

native remains beautiful,

inside and out. "Beauty is

not about looking like

everyone else," she says.

"It’s about being yourself,

being unique, and

embracing yourself. 

That’s what makes you

beautiful.” 
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At just twelve years old, Grant was

performing for over 10,000 fans a night as

part of the musical group Kidz Bop. And

he's been honing his skills as an actor,

singer, songwriter, dancer, and producer

ever since. Back in 2019, Grant told us,

"You’ve just gotta keep going no matter

what. If it's your passion and you love

doing it, things will fall into place.” And

now, they finally are. Grant just signed with

Hard 8 Working Group, home to acclaimed

artists like Ashe and Tate McRae. "When I

turned 18, I made a pact with myself to be

more vulnerable," he tells us now. "I'm

really excited to release this new music

because it peels back another layer of who

I am as a person." 

Grant
Knoche, 18



Miya 
Cech, 13
Miya Cech has been busy.

Starring in two Nickelodeon

shows (Are You Afraid of the

Dark? and Astronauts) in just

two years is a remarkable feat

on its own, but the fact that

she also found time to film two

massive Netflix movies (Rim of

the World and Always Be My

Maybe) makes Miya one of

Hollywood's most extraordinary

young stars. Her latest film,

Marvelous and the Black Hole,

hits Sundance next month. 
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We've had the privilege of witnessing Fin
Argus' gifts for several years (this photo

was taken at our 2018 prom cover shoot)
and have been patiently waiting for the
rest of the world to get to experience

them. With his portrayal of Zach Sobiech
in 2020's Clouds, they most certainly did.
Fin's performance was nothing short of a
revelation, and if that was his first-ever

film role, can you imagine what's in store?
And that's just one side of his artistry. If
you loved the music he performed in the

film, his original music is like nothing
you've ever heard before. And we mean

in that in the best possible way. 



Sophie's kept

busy during

quarantine by

launching her

very own

YouTube

channel, which

features

hilarious videos

with her brother

and DIY

tutorials! 

She'll of course

be returning as

Kristy Thomas

and we can’t

wait to see what

she gets up to in

Season 2 of the

hit Netlix series. 

Momona Tamada, Shay Rudolph, Xochitl Gomez,

Malia Baker, & Sophie Grace

Momona landed

two new roles in

2021! She'll play

Young Laura Jean

in the third

installment of the

To All The Boys I’ve

Loved Before films,

To All The Boys:

Forever and

Always, coming out

later this year. In

October, you can

catch her in A

Babysitter’s Guide

to Monster Hunting

alongside Tom

Felton from Harry

Potter! 

 A second season

of The Babysitter’s

Club? Check! A

brand new starring

role in the second

season of Are You

Afraid of The

Dark? on

Nickelodeon?

Check! Malia will

join the cast as

Gabby Lewis, a

new member of

the Midnight

Society, starring

alongside Bryce

Gheisar and

Beatrice Kitsos.

Don’t miss it the

premiere, February

12th on

Nickelodeon!

2021 is going to be

a huge year for

Shay Rudolph, not

only because of

TBSC's second

season, but Shay

will also star in two

movies this year!

Shay joins Hunger

Games star Josh

Hutcherson in Rita, a

TV movie about a

teacher. She also

landed the role of

Becky Thatcher in a

new adaptation of

The Adventures of

Thomasina Sawyer. 

Xochitl will return

for the second

season of TBSC,

but she’s

currently hard at

work filming an

EPIC new movie!

Xochitl will star

as America

Chavez in Doctor

Strange in the

Multiverse of

Madness!  The

movie doesn’t

come out until

2022, but we

can’t wait to hear

more about

Xochitl’s

character and

the movie!



GavinGavinGavin   
Magnus, 13Magnus, 13Magnus, 13
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People who are only just

discovering Gavin Magnus might

think the California native

stumbled into his social media

superstardom and then decided to

start making music. But they

couldn't be more wrong: Gavin has

been grinding as a singer and

performer since before he hit

double digits. By the age of 11, he

was headlining a national concert

tour. Now, Gavin's YouTube

channel has over 550 million views,

his merch line is straight fire, and

he's even got his own content

house. But Gavin's first love is still

music, and his latest singles, "No

Pressure" and "A Whole 'Nother

Level" are well, on another level,

undoubtedly setting the stage for

global music superstardom.  



Gabriella
Valdes, 
17

Less than a year ago,
Gabriella Valdes was
rehearsing for her high

school musical in Tampa.
Now, she's spending her

days at the recording studio
in Los Angeles. "I was so
bored in quarantine," she

explains. "I thought, let me
download TikTok and post
some covers. I didn't care

about going viral; I just
wanted to put my music out
there." She ended up doing

both: In less than a year,
Gabriella's gained over 2
million followers - and a

record deal. "It's so new to
me," she explains. But she's
not letting her newfound

social media stardom
change who she is. "My

mom taught me to always
be humble no matter what,
and treat people how you

want to be treated. And I'm
just so grateful for

everything."
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Lilia Buckingham, 17Lilia Buckingham, 17Lilia Buckingham, 17
In just a few years, Lilia Buckingham has gone from competitive

dancer to actress to producer to director. And while it doesn’t feel

right to label Lilia an influencer because of the term’s negative

connotations, she sure has a lot of influence. In fact, that’s the title

of her debut novel, which she co-wrote with Pretty Little Liars legend

Sara Shepard, out now. “The book is told from the perspectives of

four girls who are influencers and they’re all navigating their way

through this social media-crazed world,” she tells us. So what could

be next for the 17-year-old who’s seemingly conquered it all? “By the

end of 2021, I’ll be in college, which is really exciting,” she smiles.

And we predict that just a few years after walking across the stage

at graduation, Lilia will be running Hollywood.



Kira
Kosarin, 23
After any conversation with Kira

Kosarin, it's impossible not to

think, "Is there anything she can't

do?" Whether it's starring in one

of the most popular children's

shows of all time, racking up 25

million followers on TikTok, or

becoming a certified yoga

instructor (yes, that really

happened), Kira is an absolute

dynamo. Now, she's emerging as

one of music's most buzzed-

about independent artists. "I just

want people to take the art that I

make and the things that I say

with an open mind," she tells us.

Don't worry, Kira. We're all ears.



Dara
Renee, 20

"Being different is what makes

you special," says High School

Musical: The Musical: The Series

star Dara Renee. When you meet

the Maryland native, it quickly

becomes apparent why, in a

season full of bonafide bops, her

performance of "Born To Be

Brave" became a fan favorite

from the very first moment it burst

onto the screen. While fans were

first introduced to Dara as a

singer and actress, they also

learned that she's a prolific

songwriter and producer after

she released her song,

"Evolution," over the summer. “I

wrote this song as a tribute to all

of the black men and women who

inspire me daily," she explained.

"During these times I have been

gaining knowledge on the true

magic of my culture." And this

year, the world will be blessed

with more of Dara's magic.  
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For most people, 2020 was a year of postponed plans

and personal challenges. But Kelianne Stankus is not -

nor has she ever been - most people. At just seven years

old, she was already cultivating a strong work ethic

through her training as a competitive gymnast. “I was in

the gym for hours a day, every single day," she says. "I

learned at such a young age what discipline is, and

what it takes to accomplish those goals.” Kelianne

accomplished those goals during high school, when she

earned a slot on the US National Acrobatic Gymnastics

team. 

She's always looked at life from a different lens. When

the hoverboards craze hit back in 2015, Kelianne didn’t

see them as a transportation trend. “My best friend and I

thought, ‘How cool would it be to create a dance group

that does gymnastics on hoverboards?’” And so The

Acrobots were born - and they were right: Their videos

went viral and even led to a performance on The Ellen

Show. But in addition to being one of the top (and most

viral) gymnasts in the country, Kelianne also nurtured a

lifelong love of acting. At 19, she made the big move to

Los Angeles, where the resilience she'd developed on

the gymnastics floor as a child resonated deeply in each

audition room. “You learn a lot about rejection,” she

says. “I learned how to just keep moving forward and

keep working on what I wanted to do.” 

Kelianne
Stankus, 24
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Kelianne did exactly this past year, when the COVID-19

pandemic placed a hold on her acting classes and

auditions. Again, she found herself facing quarantine

from a unique frame. Instead of binge watching Netflix

like the rest of us, she began creating TikToks with her

two best friends. "The world was crazy and it felt like it

was a good outlet during such a hard time," she says.

"I think we did a good job creating content." That's

putting it lightly: Kelianne became one of the

platform's fastest-growing accounts, and she now has

over 9 million followers. 

So what's next on her agenda? Music - and marriage.

In December, Kelianne released her first song and has

been spending tons of time in the studio. She also got

engaged to boyfriend Chase Mattson. "If you told me

in the beginning of 2020 that I would be where I am

today, I probably would have laughed," she smiles. "I’ve

grown so much in these past six months. I've learned

that if I stay true to who I am, and if I work very hard, I

can do whatever I put my mind to. I'm so grateful and

so blessed that I have this platform to bring light to

people."



 

London Cheshire has been writing songs

since he was only 11 years old and 2021 is

the year he finally plans to share that

music with fans. London ended 2020 with

the release of a holiday cover song,

officially kicking off his music career.

Before that, London made a name for

himself as Marcus on CBS’s Young

Sheldon. Now, he’s excited for fans to

see, and hear, this new side of him. “I love

R&B, Justin Bieber of course, Shawn

Mendes,” London says of his musical

influences. But his music taste is pretty

eclectic for someone his age. “In the

studio, I go for the guitar sound. I love

electric guitar.” 

The wait for London’s original music is

almost over. “In February, we’re planning

to release one of my songs that we’re

working on right now.” Make sure to

follow London on social media 

@LondonCheshire for news of his official

release. 



 
2020 was a year of growth and learning for Shelby Simmons. The Virginia

native got her big break as Ava on Disney’s Bunk’d, but now she’s taking her

talents beyond the screen, to pen and paper. “I’m a writer. I write poetry and I

write books,” the 18-year-old tells us. With Season 5 of Bunk’d premiering this

month, Shelby is sure to shine on the Disney Channel series, but we’re excited to

see what she has in store for fans in 2021, whether it’s starring in another movie

or maybe even releasing some of her writing. “I feel like I’m at a point in my life

where I’m interested in everything,” she says. 

When she wasn’t filming the show, Shelby used some of her quarantine

downtime to take classes in film and study art. “I didn’t get into that until this

year because of quarantine,” the actress says of finding silver linings in

everything. Shelby is just as brilliant as she is talented and there’s plenty in store

for her fans in 2021. 

Shelby 
Simmons, 18
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Lyon
Daniels, 13

Imagine if your very first film role
became the #1 movie in the world

on Netflix? That's exactly what
happened to Lyon Daniels, who
began his career with modeling

jobs in Chicago before starring as
Noodles in We Can Be Heroes,
which hit Netflix on Christmas.

Within 10 days, it'd been streamed
in over 50 million homes, putting

the gears into motion for a highly-
anticipated sequel. “We all have
that heroic energy in our hearts,

and we can all save the day,
especially in this tough time of the

pandemic,” he says.



 

Piper
Rockelle, 13

For most 13 year olds, buying
something with your own
money, whether it's a new
outfit or a piece of jewelry,
is a pretty big deal. In 2020,
Piper purchased her first
house. Considering she's got
over a BILLION YouTube
views, it shouldn't be a
surprise. Piper's big purchase
isn't just impressive; it's
inspiring. "2020 was really
hard with COVID. I wasn't
able to go on tour, and I
couldn't see my family in
Georgia much," she says. 

But Piper stayed
positive and
didn't let the
pandemic stop
her from doing
what she loves:
sharing her life
and her music
with fans. "I'm
having so much
fun and I really
look up to my
family because
they set a good
path for me and
now I have to
carry that path,"
she says. "Since I
was a little kid,
I've always
wanted to make
people happy." 

Mission accomplished.
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